
SUMMARY OF THE 1998 IRRTGATION SEASON
FOR THE HEBER AND KAMAS VALLEYS

The winter of 1997-1998 was fairly mild on the Provo River Water
Shed. There were some good storms. Rain in the valleys, and snow in the
mountains during the spring months have kept the precipitation above
normal for the Water Shed.

The runoff of snow melt was fairly normal for the months of April,
May, and June. However, a snowstorm on the night of June 16th, put a
reported three feet of new snow at Trial Lake. We have had some good
rains every month of the irrigation season, which has resulted in the
natural flow of the river holding up throughout the entire season.

In the Heber and Kamas Valleys we have had 100% of the first class
water rights, and also soms secondary water during the entire irrigation
season. The Jordanelle Reservoir has been a big help in the distribution of
water to the upper valleys.

The 1998 irrigation season has been by far the best irrigation' season in the 38 years I have worked on the Provo River. I have enjoyed
the cooperation of all parties concerned with the waters of the Provo
River during 1998.

Sincerely,

-d-w,vtA^A'Xr',|^
Sherman A. Giles
Deputy Commissioner - Provo River



Provc River Sumnar-y 1Sii8

This wa+uer year on the Provo River proved +uo be chailenging
in different ways than past years. There was more water thanrequired to meet the needs through out the ful-l season. However,
other activities such as the Wasateh County Water Efficiency
Project and the Provo River Restoration project took consircerable
time.

The Efficiency Project wiIl require new diversion dams andintake structures for the Timpanogos and Wasatch diversions.
Design plans for the Wasatch diversion have had to be modifiedand are not compreted yet. Further study on them wil-i be
required.

This project wili arso re'luire adap-ration in r,he warer
account,ing sysi'exn to handl-e t,he water thar will be delivereci i3
Utah Valiey in pl-ace of return fl-ows that have hietoricalJ.y come
from Heber Valley. Considerable work has been done on this but
mueh more will be needed. Also, a plan remains to be made to
address change applications made on some of the Heber canal-s
under the Efficiency Project.

The Restoration Project is still in the design phase- rt
calls for major channel changes on the river through the Heber
Valley and has sone effec+. on the Efficiency Pr.o,-ject.

Efforts have been made to improve measuring devices when
such were found to be defective. As F,art of the Eff iciency
Proiect, new devices will be instaLled on the Timpanogos, Wasatch
and North Fields Canals. In addition, I have been pronised tha-u
the weir on the Midway River Ditch will be replaceci with a rami)
flume, hopefully this spring. Several sma]l- measuring devices in
the Lake Creek and Center Creek systens wil-l need attention in
the near future.

Steps have been taken to improve the way in which exchanges
for wells are handled. The State Engineer's Office has agreed to
supply additional information to help facilitate this. WeLl
owners that do not keep their exchange active wilL
well right +uerminated. have their
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The irrigation season in U*r,ah val-ley began on Aprir 2srd.
However, use of the Murdock Canai was delayed approximately onemonth. This delay was due to a slide in the Pleasant Grove area
and required extensive repair work.

Extra allotment for users of Deep Creek water was available
from May 30th until JuIy 13th and secondary rights were filled
throughout the season. This is the first time I have seen thishappen. A new deputy commissioner, Fred Gummow, was hired tohelp in the lower Provo area.
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